British Society of Gastroenterology, 1970, pp. xiv, 218, illus ., £2X00 (E1X50 to members of the Society). Hurst was probably the most original thinker of his contemporary physicians. Indomitable in the face of deafness and chronic asthma he was an iconoclast, destroying long-held beliefs based on flimsy foundations. Thus his work on radiography of the alimentary tract exploded the fiction of various intra-abdominal ptoses as being capable of causing symptoms, and his contributions leading up to 'The Sins and Sorrows of the Colon', arrested the widespread and harmful indulgence in purgatives. The still more noxious belief in intestinal toxaemia, which led to colectomy for conditions ranging from thyrotoxicosis to backache, he likewise demonstrated as a myth.
His brilliant and versatile mind did not, however, include the power of critical appraisal of his sometimes hastily conceived theories. Recurrence of carcinoma in the remnant of the stomach he persistently asserted was a redevelopment of the disease arising from residual gastritis. His In 1650 he married Barbara von Wildenberg by whom he had eight children-three
